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Believed Haig's Present Effort

May Prove Decisive Battle
of the War.

U. S. AMAZES WORLD
BY SPEED OF ACTION,

'

Preparations Go Forward by Leaps
and Bounds.Latin America

in Sympathy.

REFORMS FOR GERMANY

Kaiser May Met Be Able to Stem
Tide for Internal Adjustment BeforeConflict Closes.Russia

Beset With Troubles.

BY OLIVER OWEN KITHN.
Is the great battle of Arras now being

fought r.ver the blond-soaked fields of
Fiance to be the decisive one in the
present war?
Though the I'nited States has been

greatly interested in preparation for
its own participation in the world's
greatest conflict, nevertheless interest

a lias been centered to a great degree on

the wonderful strides being made by
nit* r rnn ii ::u ni ui&n iu: rps io»aru

ousting the Germans from Prance.
Military experts of this country as

, W' !l as abroad, now are inclined to the
belief that the fighting which has been
going on during the past week in the
regions about Arras will go farther
than any biow that has yet been struck
toward weakening the morale of the
German forces ai d completely demoralizingtheir plans.
Von liinaenbuig is in extreme peril.

Even German critics do not minimize
his danger, though professing greatest
confidence that the German armies will
live up to their task, the while gloating
orer <>j.< fact."the British and French
have not been able to break through."

* *

During some of the bitterest weather
yet encountered by the fighting forces in

France the British

Heavy Artillery ke|,t up a tre"!
t,.

' mendously heavyxire Paves Way. artillery fire upon
German positions along a twelve-mile
stretch from Givenchy-en-Gohelle to
H< nin-sur-Cojeul. which includes the famousVimy ridge, the pivot for the Hindenburgline. The Germans were terribly
rtnnrc.cjn.1 Viv th<J firo fnr fl »<>rinfl

of days. Monday British infantry' advancesbegan. The men in the front Ger-
man lines were unable to get food from
the rear, so effective was the Birtish barragefire.
After the elaborate system of fortificationsin the Vimy ridge region had

been crumbled by the fierce fire of
allied euns the British set out to finish
the job and during their offensive effortsduring the next two days they advancedfive miles to the east of Arras,
capturing more than 12.000 prisoners from
at least six defending German divi-
sions.
Possibly the real story of the Ger-

man rout is gained by the announce-
ment that 165 guns were captured by
Haig"s men. the Canadians playing the
chief role in the battles of the week.
The Germans were completely surprisedby the power shown by the British,
and were ur.able to remove their guns.
That the losses in equipment alone will
<lo much further to demoralize von
Hindenburg's plans goes without say-
in*?. i
The whole von Ilindenburg line

stretching from the region of Lena
through Cambrai, St. Quentin and Laon
now io in immediate danger. The Ger-

r
mans are reported to be falling back
on another line w'i.eh they have estab-
lished. the last but one defensive position
before they cross the French frontier,
which Is at some points but fifteen miles
from the present battle line. This second-
ary line which the Germans have been
preparing is as yet incomplete, and if the
J.ritish are able to continue to enlarge
th»-ir salient in the Arras region the
northern section of the Hindenburg
line will be successfully flanked, and
there is no telling just how far the Germanswill be forced to fall back.
While the Hritish are striving to the

tt>nr-i ,.f ft-.*. r-.r

artillery engagements on tin* front belowSt. Quentin, u h«?re the French, un«l*rGen. Nivelle, are operating, lndi4« ates that Nivelle syon may attempt to.
drive a wedge into the German line in
the general vicinity of Vallly and Craot.ne.Activity all along this section of
the Blue through th*- Champagne to
Verdun Is highly significant, and a
great French drive approximating in
power and effectiveness that ushered in

, by the British in the more northerly
sections extremely likely within the
course of the next few days.

*
* *

So important are the present British
and French operations that it Isbelievednot only
Battle Kay Settle 1,1 the allied

capitals, but in,Winner of the t&ar. 0crinany as;
well, th*t the decision in the present'
war in so far as the western front Is:

concerned may be* reached. A military1
decision here likely will force a general
decision in the conflict, for it long has
been declared that the story of the
western front \* ill be the story of the

war.

Allied capitals arc confident that the

present German retirement is but the
beginning stage of one which will carry
the Germans out of France and through
Jielgium back Into their own border
lines. Germans take a different view.
Though professing to believe that the
Germans are in clanger, they neverthelessdeclare that the allies are in
greater peril, for the present re

r-fttis a part of th- German plans.
Hut that tin- German government is not
®o confident that it can continue to
make the German people believe everythingis w. II is indicated by the G
man ollniai wii;cii are unusual
in their briefness. (Germans during the
course of the present war, when the
tide has he-, a kosiik them, never
liave dwelt upon tlieir military operationsand in ureal measure- have said
1 othintf except ihat which mi^ht he- interpretedmore or less favorably.

*

* *
While the United States has been

watching: tiie military events on the
western frnn t,

U. S. Is Rushing ,he «overnm«nt
___ ievertheless has
War Preparations. Illt<( mot)on

Its machinery of war to such an extent

that entente nations have been amazed
that this country is so prepared for
KtrugK'e- Possibly fed upon alarmist
pap. the id^a prevailed in Europe that
Jt would take several years before the
aiTairs and resources of this country

* eouid be half-way co-ordinated. The
fljnited States has profited by the lesrnstauffht to European nations by

e war, and as a consequence it safely
®ay be stated that the Washinstou
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government already has made greater e!
advance along proper military lines c.
than the allies did during the first six
months of the struggle. p

The part America is to play occupies a

large measure of attention in Europe, w

There is a strong belief abroad that tj
chief attention should be paid by this
country to the construction of ships °'

and to furnishing food supplies and
money to European allies. That this is P

the plan of the Washington governmentis indicated by developments duringthe week. Congress soon is to appropriate$7,000,000,000 for war. The
industrial life of the nation has been r<

marshaled to a point where there is a

no doubt whatever that all supplies
necessary for the proper prosecution of
the war will be obtained. Elaborate
plans are under way for the enlarge- n

ment of food supplies, and hearty co- c

operation is promised on every hand. P

The navy is being brought up to its *

maximum man-power with a speed ^

which has amazed the most pessimistic.
The army is yet to take concrete shape. tJ

insofar as carrying: out the enlarged u

plans of organization is concerned, but e.
nevertheless there is a flood of applicantstor its ranks. The Marine Corps.
that fighting branch which long has
stirred the admiration of the people of ^
the nation, already is well fitted to

,

carry out any tasks assigned. The a

American battle fleets soon will relieve °

the British and French squadrons pa-
°

trolling the American coast. War mu- .

nitions factories are nests of intensified
industry.

c

Generally the feeling that the United v

States is to play a big part in deciding the ®

world struggle is manifest. The entente .

nations believe so. This country he- J

lieves so and so do others. Time will s

justify this confidence. P

* * n

The little republic of Cuba has seen h

fit, figuratively, to say to the rest of
Latin America: p

Cuba Points Way ,rWe have a »«

, .. . . trusted friend t

to La.in America. and defender in ti

the United States, a nation ready al- o

ways to fight our battles, to defend us £
from a superior foe. Must we of Latin 0

America stand back and render no aid s

to this friend, this ally?" j
Latin 'America today is responding to

the call. Bolivia and Brazil, following
Cuba, have broken with (iermany. y\r-i

gentfna has voiced her belief in the
righteousness of the American stand i n

against German terrorism. Though it
may have to tight for its principles.
the Guatemalan government has voiced (
its approval of the United States' course
and today is beset with two possibly

I German-influenced nations . Salvador
and Mexico. Mexico professes neutral- a

ity, as floes Chile. Honduras, Wash- o

ington believes, may take up the cudgel v
in behalf of the United States, while
the Costa Hican government also is likely *»
to move toward war with Germany. li

If the majority of the Latin American w
nations do not actually break with
Berlin, they, at least, will inform Ber- e

lin that the course of the kaiser is ! P
not their course, and that vmperiaiism ja
finds no resting place among their',
principles. jThe action of the South American na-j 11

tions either op<-nly or tactitlv support-
"

ing the United States forebodes good,'0'
according to best informed diplomats in
Washington. Tt means that none, with I'
the possible exception of two nations.!
ever will countenance- further coloniza- j''tion plans of Germany, which fori
twenty years have been under way. jGermany is believed to have set out to

eslowly build un great Teutonic power ^in Latin America, to what end only sBerlin knows, though ir is suspected
throughout Latin America, as well as ^in the United States. Germany dreamed j.eventually of founding a great empire g4in South America, where the unlimited 1(natural resources of this Eldorano of
world stores could be tapped for the ^benefit of Germany.
The hostility of the T,atln American

nations undoubtedly will forever scotch
such aspirations as the Germans mayhave had.

^One of the facts most gratifying to
governmental officials in Washington is
the marked proof that even though '

there may have been, and still is some
antipathy toward America.some sua- ^
picion that, there are covetous eyes in n
the United States, Latin America still Z.willingly admits nfter all that fn the r*United States she has a friend, a friend *1worth fighting for. "

o

* =: ?
To just what degree the great Hus1sian revolution and the words of Presi- v

dent Wilson that n
Kaiser Promises th0 united states e

! ~r Is not. warring dGerman Reform* upon the Uerm. q

j people, but their imperialistic govern- \
mvnt, have hastened the pledge of r
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lectoral reform In Germany, of course
innot be definitely determined at the
resent moment, but that both have in
great measure speeded up the time
hen Germany shall be born again is
le opinion which prevails the world
ver.
Even though realization of the
ledges of the kaiser and Chancellor
an Bettimann Hollweg be indefinitely
sferred. unquestionably the fact that
ley have committed themselves on
lis subject at all insures greater repisentationin governmental affairs for
11 classes of German people.
The one big event in Germany during
le week closed vviis the kaiser's re-
cript to the imperial chancellor, dlectingthat steps be set on foot to
hange the electoral system of the emire.I'nder present conditions, the
mded and higher classes of German
itizenry are the ones which dictate
hat shall be what. The majority of
ie people, those of the so-called lower
alks. including peasantry and laborrs.have been a decidedly small voice.
any, in the affairs of state, even in

le selection of deputies, for the reason
lat their every action in a political
ay always has been subject to the
ictates of the higher classes on penltyof punishment in one way or anther.because of the prevailing form
f open balloting.
There unquestionably will be friction
etween the people as a whole and the
ircles which heretofore have dictated
rhat shall be.if the imperialistic hand
ver has permitted dictation. The lower
lasses, as stated, have been forced to
end the knee to all sorts of political
uasion. The kaiser, in his rescript,
roniires a secret ballot. This will
mancipate the lower walks from their
resent evil political servitude, but the
iere grant of a sec ret ballot in Germany '

ardiy will appease those democratic sen-
Iments which are spreading over the
rngth and breadth of the German em-
ire. There must be equality, according
j the socialists, liberals and other parties
,'hich have taken a firm stand for elec-
oral reform. The kaiser did not menionwhether this feature was intended
r not. It has been suggested that he
ossibly omitted any reference to the
cope of the suffrage to he granted sooner
r later, in the. hope of keeping the
word buried between the classes until
he war has closed.

*
*

C'ndoubtedly the clash between the eneniesof the present system ofgovernmentand
Hash of Classes th"se who

Would Be Dangerous. *°Uperp"tutethe present forms would bring on

pen revolution in Germany. That this
ould force an end to the present strugleis unquestioned. The lower classes
ave been the worst sufferers from the
ar. it is from the lower classes that
manate tlie demands ror an immediate!

eace, disregarding Teutonic territorial
spirations. Inasmuch as they complete-
outnumber the higher classes, formiga veritable sleeping lion in so far as

manifestation of their power is conerned,undoubtedly they would be sucessfulshould they reawaken and set
forth to end the present monarehlal
forms. That peace would come from the
tivities of these peace-seeking peoples

oes without question.
Already it is being commented upon In
Jerlin and other part?; of the German
mpire that the promise of electoral reformshould be carried out at once inteadof being deferred until after the
:ar. This sentiment is not universal,
owever, and the chief proponents of dety,it is plainly noted, compose that
ection of the German press more or
=>ss suDjeci 10 me winms ana desires
f the prevailing "Prussian all-power-
ills."
Though undoubtedly the German peo-
le have been forced o suffer privaionsof varying kind and to varying
egree because of the restrictions
hrown about them by the present sys-
em of government, it generally is
ecognized that a change in the elec-
oral system of Prussia and other
rovfnces of the German empire will
ot alone sufliee. There are many other
eforms which must be wrought while
rermany is in the process of setting
er house in order. There is a growing
emand that when once the present
rder is In the course of refurbishing
U questions be cared for at the same
ime
Although the kaiser and Chancellor
on Bethmann Hollweg have promised
change, there is a growing belief that

nere promises to adjust conditions aftrthe war will not curtail the growing
[emands for immediate changes. UnLuestionablyafter the war has been
ought the present government w ill be
n better position to grant Just such
eforms as it sees tit. Under present

j
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conditions the will of the people would
have to he heeded in almost every respect.Now the people could say to
Emperor William, "We want this. We
must have that. You know the consequencesif our demands are not met."
After the war the government would

he in position to say: "We are ready to
grant this. You may have that, hut no
more. We have no outside enemies to
meet. We are in position to grant you
so much and no more. Better be contentwith what you have."

It is tins very thought that must be
holding forth in the minds of the lead-
ers of the movement for immediate, not
delayed, reforms.
Close students of th- German situationsee a growing desire to press home
W«. , .. ... f !,« r.^nn c*

i lie j^irsrin KJViiiii.tftC \r. hits |
and it would not be at all surprising
to see the retehstag committee aopoint-
ed for the purpose report sweeping internalchanges and, furthermore, see
the body accept them in toto.

* *

Though reports are vague in their details,nevertheless much interest has
been shown in;

Bulgarians Ma v rhe no"'s from
Switzerland that

Be Seeking Peace. HulKarian en-j
voys have informally approached allied
diplomats as to 'he possibility of concludinga separate peace with the entente.In connection with the report of
the Rulgars* desire to end the present
struggle, there also comes intimation
that Austria-Hunuary also may lakesomestep toward peace during the
coming weeks.
Though then- arc many reasons u ny

Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria should
desire to end the struggle which lias
cost them so dear y, th- :» Is one big
reason why it is helicvi d th»-y will con-j
tinue in their present alii nee, at least!
for some we ks.that is the power of
Germany.
Germany has seen to it during the

course of the present struggle that she
obtain the whip hand The internal
governmental and military 11 f« of these
two nations is fairly dominated by Germanofficials un< rn.v officers. Though
the sufferings fo Germany's allies be
acute, it wil be some time, possibly, beforethey are able *<> reach out and
throw off the yoke which they now are
wearing.
However, the very fact that Bulgaria;

has seen tit.if she bus.to express a
desire for peace, which eventually may
lead to something concrete, bears out
the supposition that already Foreign

i.< '' $<MjS6&'W

Am fast «s the Germans retreated In thi
Mtarted to repair the damage Inflict
work In the streets of .\oyou, one of

v

Minister Mllulkoff of Russia has put
the peace leaven to working In tna
hearts and minds of both Bulgarian of-
flcials and peoples. The Bulgars and
Russians always have had much in
common. This keen bond of sympathy
undoubtedly has been strengthened by
the course of events in Russia. The
new Russian government has given expressionto the desire to pursue an absolutelyfair course toward the Balkans
when the war shall have ended. What
may be good proof that the Russians
will play absolutely square in the futureis the expression of the new governmentthat it will not insist on the
Russianization of the Dardanelles, a
policy formulated under the czar. This 4

possibly will have an effect on the
Turks as well as the Bulgars, but it is
believed that if any nation decides to
pull away from the quadruple alliance
the first will be Bulgaria. AustriaHungarywill be the next, but, owing
to the many ties that bind the Austrians
to Germany, the independent action
here will be more difficult than in case
of the Bulgars.
Rioting among Bulgarian peoples,

with the aid of troops, was reported
during the week. Mutinies frequently
have been reported among Bulgarian
soldiers on certain sections of the Ma-
ceaonian rront. People are growing extremelyweary of sacrifices, particularlywhen the opinion is growing with
rapidity that the cause of the quadruplealiance is doomed and that the territorialrewards in Macedonia, promisedto the Bulgarians for entering the
war on the side of Germany, never can
be realized.
The Bulgarian situation, as well as

the Austrian, is well worth watchingclosely during the coming weeks. Littleevents may bear fruit of surprisingproportions.
*

* *
That perils still abound for the provisionalgovernment of Russia and that

much must yet be
Perils Abound done before there

- ,T . is a completelyfor New Russia, established order jof things In Petrograd dally is made J
more apparent. The very elements
most feared Immediately after the
overthrow of the czar was accomplishedseem to be making their hand
felt. German influences still are at
work among the workn^n of the nationand numerous strikes have been
conducted in recent weeks, while the
German socialists have not abandoned
their attempt to force Russia into a
separate peace. Philipp Scheldemann,
socialist leader of Germany and who
appears to be working hand in glove
with the German government, has left
Berlin on a secret mission, and Scandinaviandispatches indicate that he
has gone to Sweden, from which countryhe will direct his efforts to foment
discontent and possible open revolt
among Russian socialists against continuationin the war.
There has been a growing feeling !n

Russia among certain classes that
peace snouia oe Drought about. On the
other hand, the army has reannounced
its fealty to the provisional government.The so-called committee of
workmen's and soldiers' delegates has
met with little response to its moves
looking toward the immediate establishmentof a republic and the immediateinauguration of decidedly revolutionaryideas of government.
The provisional government and the

committee of the duma both have
called upon all classes of people to
stand united in the face of the menace
offered by the Germnn legions fighting
on Russian soil. The leaders of the
new regime have offset in a large
measure efforts to perpetuate discontentamong the workmen and many of
the factories making munitions, gunsand supplies for the army have once
more resumed operations on the appealsof the officials of the provisional
government.
If the efforts of the new government

are completely successful then it maybe assumed that the chaotic conditions
in the interior will be entirely correctedand the Russian armies conse-
quently will be furnished with enoughsinews to press the conflict which is
sure to rage along the eastern front
during the coming summer.
Russia's danger was plainly pointed

out by Premier Lvoff in a frank discussionof the shoals that must be successfullyavoided if Russia is to emergefrom the present struggle victorious. It
was plainly stated that if the Germans
are to be turned back from further aggressionon Russian soil, there must be
loyalty and unity of the people.
Unquestionably further strife and turmoilin the interior will hazard Russia's

prospect of combating the German ar!mies during the coming months and if
more time is allowed to elapse before
tlie Germans take up a systematic plan
of military activity against the Rus!sians, it is to he expected that the new
regime will have things largely in hand
and will have a fair chance of successfullyfrustrating every German move on
the battlefields.
The Russian army is confident, but

asks co-operation behind the lines. The
one chief aim of the provisional governmentat the present juncture is to so
successfully combat the machinations
of the malcontents that this desired cooperationshall continue uninteruptedly
during the entire course of the war.

A Prayer.
BY DAVID C. BANGS. 1

Father! From out this world of sin.
Where millions fall 'mid battles' din.
<live our fair land, ere 'tis too late.
The men. oh Lord, to make a state!

<>!«. give us men with visions clear.
With rufrecd hearts, who know no fear:
V'lio fight for truth. whate'er their fate;
The men. oh Lord, to make a state!

Croat men.of prescience, brave and bold-.
T'nshaken by the lure of gold;
Too manly to procrastinate:
The men, oh !>>rd, to make a state!

God-gifted men.of wisdom, power;
In storm, the oak; in sunshine, flower;
Too lofty, far. to cherish hate;
The men, oh Lord, to make a state!
Men who can stand upon the earth.
Who trust in Him of lowly birth;
Firmly for right.nor hesitate;
The men, oh Ix»rd, to make a state!
While nations war in bloody strife;
T nlenshed by bell.take human life;
oh give to us men.strong and great;
The men, oh Lord, to make a state!

Men like our Wilson.Washington,
Grant, Lincoln, the immortal one-

[To hearts like these we trust our fate.
For such men. Lord, will make a state!
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OU will probably come

jT the trenches, but I fei
A pass through our trair

in our armies now."
British prime minister, Mr. Lloyd
moment of American military parti
It Is Interesting to recall now that

there was not the slightest doubt in

Lloyd George's mind at that time as to

the entrance of America into the war.

He was not only confident of it, but
he spoke to Senator Hale and myself
about it as an assured thing.
"I do not understand how you could

endure this German policy so long," he

said; "it is Incredible.and now that
they have prescribed that you shall
send only one ship a week, and that
ship marked like a Dutch paddle steamer.no.youcannot endure it."

Source of Our Revolution.
Even more interesting was his commentabout the feeling: he had toward

America as an ally. We were sitting in
the big cabinet room at the prime minister'sofficial residence in Downing
street, the room of which he remarked,
rather whimsically, "You Americans
should be interested in this room, becausehere American independence was

made certain." He meant that the
British policies here adopted provoked
the revolution. "When the time for
peace comes," Lloyd George asserted,
"I believe that America will have a

useful role to play about the council
board. I have always looked forward to
American participation, and I believe
that American influence will be a good
thing, which, for myself, I shall welcome."
The comment of Sir William Robertson,the British chief of staff, was also

instructive. Welcoming me as an

American, he said, with a twinkle in his
eye: "Well, are you still too proud to
fio-ht? Tt looks to me as if vou weren't
quite as proud now as you were a little
while ago."
Then, quite seriously, he discussed the

American entrance. "You will have to
come in; you can't avoid it," he said expressingfirm conviction; "and then
your problem will be just what ours
was. You have the best material in the
world to make soldiers."
fea.hesert mhttmhbzmbzmfikwket.kflet.k
Then, quite suddenly!) he said: "Do

you know Henderson's 'IJfe of StonewallJackson"? Henderson discovered
the civil war for the British army. He
was a teacher at the Staff College when
Haig and I were there together. I
think he must have known that some
time we were to have the test that
has come, and he saw in the civil war

the solution of our problem."
I asked the British general if he

thought the war would go another
year.

Germans Have Men and Munitions.
"I do not bay it will; I do not say it

won't; it may," he responded. But a

moment later he extended this Scotch
answer, by conceding- that "the Germanshave men enaugh. They have releasedenough by using enforced labor;
as for munitions, they are piling them

up. piling them up." and his hands
went above his head. My impression
was clear that Robertson believed the
war would go through 191S, in any
event.
Then he asked me about the British

army, as I was. Just back from a week
at the front in France. I told him my
impression, saying that it seemed to
me like what I had heard of the army
of Grant.
"Not a bad army, not a bad spirit,"

he remarked with sober pride.
"And your strategy, is it not on the

Grant order, 'pound, pound, pound'?" I
asked.
"Something in that," he said, tersely.

and then returned to me subject ui

Stonewall Jackson and the civil war.

"What do you think of the spirit of
our men? How did the feeling of the
army impress you?' I told him, what
was unmistakable, that It had a sense

of the approach of victory. I told him
that the same spirit was in the French
army, but the spirit of the army was,
on the whole, far better than the spirit
of the people of Paris, meaning the
politicians.
"Oh. you'll find the same thing here,"

he replied, with a sudden burst of
frankness.

I recall these comments now. because
It is interesting to show how men in
high place regarded the American
participation before it was a laci. j.

visited the British army three days
after the break in relations with Germany.and everywhere I was greeted
by the same question.
"What Is America going to do?" Sir

Douglas Haig asked, and from commander-in-chiefdown to the last subalternthe query was on all lips, it
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icipation in the war.

was more interesting to the soldiers'
than the war before their eyes, and I i
confess their conviction that America
would "come in" was greater than
mine.

American Flag in Paris.
As for France, the breaking off of relationswith Germany was for Paris

ultimate proof that the United States
was to enter the war. On the clay thi:
imppenea ail raris rose 10 uie eveiu «n

It had not risen to any incident in the
war. "Paris sees American troops alreadycoming: down the Champs Elysees."Joseph Reinach. the famous
statesman-journalist, said to me, and it
was the fact. American flags began to

appear beside those of the allies in
Paris, and France celebrat'-d, soberly
but quite unmistakably, "the greatest
event." as Reinach said, "since the Germandefeat at Verdun."
In discussing: this point I cannot help

recalling a personal experience on the
6th of April, just one year before
Amer ica entered the war. On that day
I lunched with Gen Dubois in the cita-
del at Verdun. Outside the German
shells were falling, transforming the
town into a ruin. Beyond the river
and north, by Dead Man's Hill, musketryand machine gun Are was rolling up
with that crescendo which .marked the
greatest of the German attacks three
days later, and in the citadel.the singlesalvation of refuge in all this shellcursedregion.we sat in a casement, a
few officers, the staff of the general
and myself, and at the close of the
luncheon Gen. Dubois raised his glass
and drank to America and the hour
when my country would stand with
France in the battle for civilization and
democracy. I think any one who could
have seen the faces of those officers
and men would have felt, as I felt then,
that the entrance of America will have
a niui ai cucci in r lance « uivri guc."'
beyond the value of army coi ps and
dreadnaughts.
And now that the United States is in

the war. I confess that in the light of
my own experiences of a few weeks
ago 1 do not believe it is possible to
exaggerate the moral effect. I rememberthat Jules Cambon, French ambas!sador in Berlin at the moment the war
began, and now in the French state
department, said to me: "All of Mr.
"Wilson's statements are splendid, save
'Peace without victory'; what can it
mean? Surely France cannot accept
that."
Today all this has passed. The f^ar

that Mr. Wilson would supply a rallyingpoint for the pacifists of France
and of Great Britain, a basis for the
groups that desire peace at any price
and at the cost of national safety, is
gone. Even if the summer campaign
does not bring decisive victory, it will
be hard to start a new peace agitation
like that of last fall, because there
will be no President Wilson to serve
as the mouthpiece of such proposals.

Moral Effect Greatest.
Going back to my own impressions of

what Europe expected of a belligerent
United States. I should say this: In
France and England there was the desireto see the United States in the war.
first because it was believed that our
entrance would be the greatest moral
victory for the allies, the greatest
moral disaster for the Germans, that
the war had seen since the Marne.
With our entrance. French and British
leaders agreed, all peace sentiment
would be silenced in both countries,
the hands of the governments would
be strengthened, the people would be
heartened and corresponding depressionwould be created in Germany.
Quite as important to the allied point

of view was the conviction that America'sentrance would be useful as puttingan end to all German intrigue in
America, the lingering fear that we

might be led into a quarrel by the Germanagents, that we might be tricked
into a dispute with Great Britain which
would threaten allied interests. This
was just beginning to yield as the
break with Germany promised the
later declaration of war.
As to the aid that the allies could

hope for. there was one idea in all
minds.that we should send some

troops, some regular troops.not mere-
lv volunteers 10 we irumt-u, u.nj
prime minister suggested, by British
officers and serve under British com-

manders.this was the unmistakable
desire of the French. For them the
arrival of even a few thousand Americantroops in France, a handful, measuredby the European standard, would
be a contribution that would have immeasurablevalue to France, t<» the
France which has ho long borne the
brunt of the German attack in the
west. I do not believe that anything
that we can do for the allies will .be
comparable with the sending of a few
troops to France as soon as it is pos-
sible, not as a military, but as a moral
effort.

Our Burden in 1918 and 1919.

Behind this there must be the prepa-
ration for larger expeditions, for it

does not sefcm possible to end the
war this year, and my conviction, de-

rived from talks with British and j
French generals alike, is that those

best informed ii>. Europe expect to see

the war go into another year, and also
to see German resistance and German

v. l-i 1 o.H_*«r£. tor- ,»gri- I
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in intensity. Quite frankly, the French
recognize that their own military effortis at its maximum, and even past
it. In numbers the decline in French
strength must hereafter be absolute.
Britain will reach her crest this summer.If Russia succeeds in getting her
army reorganized there may be no need
of a great American expedition, but
the Russian situation must remain
problematical for a long period, and it
may be necessary for the United States
to provide troops to share in the de-*
cisive campaign, whether it be in 1918,
as seems likely now, or 1919, which is
far from improbable.
Meantime the British situation must

command our immediate attention. The
present German submarine campaign,
should it succeed, would compel Britain
to make peace, and thus remove the
T3~<»4«K flnat fmm tho rniint Tt would
end the war with Germany, so far as

Europe is concerned, and it would
leave Germany, possessing a huge fleet
and treat military strength, free to
deal with its American foe.

It must be the first concern of the
United States to contribute all that is
possible toward breaking the German
submarine blow. All the shipping that
we can muster will have to be employed
to carry food to Britain and steel to
France. If either supply fails, the disasterwill be almost immediate and our
disaster only slightly delayed. This
aid is what Britain expects and hopes
for. This was the thing that every
Briton, high and low, talked to mo
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about. Soberly, solemnly, they discussedthe submarine war as a blow ;it
their existence heavier than any they
had known.

.DiiLuiii s urim rem to Lome.

No one in authority believes that
Britain can be starved in six months
or a year, but if the war goes two
vears more the present rate of de|at ruction of shipping will bring Britainface to face with grim peril, unless
tlie United States, by using interned
German ships, by using and building
American ships, contributes to the
right side of the shipping balance. Actuallythe British and the French believethe submarine attack is Germany'slast bid for victory, and theyboth look to the United States as the
one nation in a position to defeat this
venture decisively, by policing the seas
and by mobilizing its available tonnage.
The question of financial aid is more

intricate but not less pressing. An
extension of credit in the shape of
loans to France and Belgium, as well
as Great Britain, with possible loans
to Italy as well, will ease the situation
in all these countries; it will have
something of the effect of a transfusionof blood; it will place the vast
credit of the United States behind the
allies at the moment when all combatantsare feeling the strain of the
financial burden, and Germany most of

j all. for Germany is today bankrupt and
j facing ruin.

In Paris bankers talked with me and
spoke in amazement of the German
provocation of the United States, beIcause they regarded the United States

n.i.. ~
*-> me "iic- »<.-nuer to oermsnyafter the war. That Germany should
close this avenue for her restoration
seemed to them an act of madness not
to be explained save as one mor proof
that the German rolers had taken leave
of their senses. And It seemed to me
that one of the most appealing circumstancesin American intervention, so
far as the allies were concerned, was
that it insured to these countries financialrelations with the United States
after the war; it assured them Americanmoney with which to rebuild their
ruins and resume the work of peace.
Looking backward, it seems that the

moral effect of American entrance was
what was most discussed wherever I
went. France and F>ritain n<»ver understoodour neutrality; it was a puzzle
and a problem; it was a darkness in
which they groped hopelessly. PresidentWilson was inexplicable; Americanignorance of the ft.cts of the world
war. as Paris and London saw them, a
mystery beyond solution. Particularly
in France there was a craving for the
indorsement of French action by the.
other great republic, which would
abolish the last doubt, the last protest
of the pacifist.

An Ally in All But Name.
All this is passed now, and with It

have gone the criticisms ^"^re once
rife in London, and even in Paris. These
criticisms, it should be said, were far
less bitter this year than I found them
on my earlier visit. Already Franca
and Britain had recognized that the
United States had been in all but name

an ally; that it had provided the machinerywithout which the war might
have been lost. For I think it is the
common belief in England and France,
quite as much as in Germany, that had
the allies not been able to employ our
industrial plant, they might have succumbedto Germany's superior preparationand more quickly organized war

industries.
The future effects of American participationin the war cannot. 1 believe,

be exaggerated; the relations between
this country and France will hardly

{change, outwardly, hut if so much as
an American brigade goes to the front
I do not think it will ever be forgotten.
And 1 am equally convinced that, no
matter what material support we give
the French, it will not take the place
of an expeditionary army. A million
Frenchmen have died for the cause the
French never describe save as "eivilizallir.r.jvainst fnrcp." ;i nrf it WHS llllt UH-

jtil the British sacrifices at the Somnie
came, the less there of 600,000 men, that
France recognized Britain and British
effort for what it was.

Many British and French officers and
statesmen with w hom I talked, notably
M. Albert Thomas, the French minister
of munitions, asked me anxiously about
the possibility that when America came
in material vitally necessary to the al;lies particularly steel in the case of
France, might be diverted to the equipmentof new American armies. PresidentWilson dealt admirably with thin
detail in his message to Congress. I
do not think the danger can be exaggerated;certainly there were no qualiuonsin th-- words of All ert Thomas,
who quite frankly pointed out that
American steel was a matter of life
and death with the French.

Greatest Allied Success Since Verdun
111 sum, uur fuuHutt' 1IIKJ LUC W ixr

will be for the allies, immediately, a

heartening and a reinforcing which
will have an effect that will be incalculable.aneffect upon the tiring lines,
where American flags have already
been shown and busy bulletin boards
have transmitted the news to the Germantrenches. The arrival of h small
expeditionary force will complete what
the French and British agreed would
be the greatest moral victory of the
war and the most important success
since the Maine.
Beyond this the material aid that we

render will be viewed in the light of
aliied necessities. Since the submarinewar is the greatest menace to
Britain and to the allied cause, our
aid in breaking this blockade will be
most eagerly expected, as it will defeatwhat is regarded as the last bid
of the Germans for victory, the last
hope of kaiserism. After this come

questions or loans, questions or cretnt,
with the eventual dispatch of a great
army, if the war lasts for another year,
as tho best informed soldiers with
whom I talked in England believed.
The United States has now assumed

the position in the ranks of the foes of
Germany long held by Britain. And
Britain is holding the place, in part, of
France. This year the great effort in
the west and the great sacrifice must
be made by the British, and it means
not less than a million casualties. Next
year, when we have begun to have a.
real army, there may be need for our

man-power, too. This is the Europsan
view, where it is recognised that there
may be two more years of war ahead,
and the defeat of Germany may not be
achieved until attrition reaches a point
still far distant.
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